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AESTHETICSAT HOME

Apart from keeping any accommodation neet, clean and comfortable, therehasto
be something moreadded toiit, to makeit inviting and giveawe comeand pleasant
look. You must have visited some hotel and found everything there, i.e., the
draperies, sofa, carpets, paintingsvery beautiful. Appropriatewa| paintings, floor
decorations, flower arrangements and accessories can add to the décor of any
accommodation. But thisdoesnot meanthat all beautiful and expensivethings
availableinthemarket, when put together will giveabeautiful room. You can buy
lessexpensiveitemsand arrange them in adecorative manner. For this, al you
need tolearnisto maketheright selection and arrange them at appropriate places.
In thislesson, you will read about variousways of decorating your house.

|OBJECTIVES

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

e explaintheimportance of arranging thingsin the housein an orderly and
decorativemanner;

arangeflowersartigticaly;
create appropriatefloor decorations;

suggest waysto beautify the place by arranging decorativeitemsattractively
inthehouse.

31.1 IMPORTANCE OFAESTHETICSAT HOME

Cleaning dsoinvolvesputting thethingsin place. For this, aspecific placeisdecided
for every household item. What happensif such typeof cleaningisnot doneona
regular basis?

Yes, you can never find thingson time. You wastetimetrying to find them. When
inahurry, you may topple haf thethingsandleaveamessbehind. Morethingsget
misplaced, moretimewasted and thiscyclegoeson.... Youwill find yoursel f

awaysrunning short of time, unorganized and unsystematic.
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Ontheother hand, if dl thethingsarekept cleanand are intheir proper place, you
will haveno such problemsand meanwhileyou will aso savealot of timeand
energy.
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Imagineyourself living inahousewhichisclustered with furnitureand paintings,
and curtainsthat arenot matching. Therearetoo many decorationsintheshowcases.
Thereishardly any space to moveabout, asaresult your movementsare restricted.
| am sureyou would not liketo livein such ahouse.

Ontheother hand, pictureyoursdlf inahomeinwhichthefurnitureisproportionate
totheszeof theroom.Other objectsarewel| arranged; curtainsgiveuniformity to
theroom; colourscreatean informal atmosphereand arepleasingtotheeye; the
lighting isadequate and thereisenough spacefor freemovement. Livinginsuch
housesisapleasure.lndl, you fed rested and comfortable.

Thusweseethat if theroomsarearranged beautifully and at the sametime, satisfy
our needs of work, we can derive optimum sati sfaction from them. One hasto
provide an artistic touch to make the same things look beautiful as well as
comfortable.

So you seg, if you have good taste and understand art, you can decorate any
roomin adesirableand pleasant way.

31.2 FLOWER DECORATION

You must have seen flowersdecorated in the hallsof marriage partiesor hotels.
Don't you think they look beautiful ? You too, can makeflower decorationswith
whatever localy available materia syou have.

Whether itisaninformal party, aformal dinner, an office, aconferenceroom, a
living room, abedroom etc., all will cal for different kindsof flower arrangements.
Thus, the purpose of composing an arrangement and the atmosphere of the
surrounding should dwaysbekept inmind. For this, itisimportant to know various
aspectsof flower arrangements.

1. Collection of materials

First you need to collect materialssuch asflower vase, pin holder or oasis, fresh
or artificia flowers, greenleaves, twigsetc.

v

Fig. 31.1Vases, pin holder, oasis
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Vasescomein different material sand colours. You can a'so makeyour own
vasewith aflat pot, hollow of awood etc. Vases should be chosen so asto
meatch the surrounding décor and mood. For aliving room having canefurniture
and coir coverings, asmall basket asavase will be more suitable than a
porcelanone. A contrasting vaseor onematching theflowerscrestesharmony
inaflower arrangement.

Normally odd numbersof flowersare used in any arrangement. You can use
aslessasthreeflowers (asin case of ikebana- aJapanese art of flower
arrangement). You should choose flowers of varying sizes.

You canasousenaturd looking, artificia flowerswith freshleavestogivea
natural look. Useof fresh greenleaves besidesadding beauty and giving
background to theflowers, can help thearrangement to resemble nature.

Pinholdersare iron nailsfitted onto aheavy meta base. These should be
closely spaced, rust free and should belong enough to hold stems of flowers
andleaves.

Alternatively, adeviceknown asoasisisalso availableinthemarket. This
can absorb alot of water and keep flowersmoist. These should be soaked in
thewater until theair bubblesdisappear and water entersright uptoitscore.
These canbereused 2-4times. Oasisiseas er to handlefor beginnerswho
may find it difficult to balanceflowersin pin holders.

Twigs helpto enhance and give anatural ook to the arrangement. These
twigs can be collected from curved branches, roots, etc.

Leavesare used tofill up space between flowersand should be washed if
dirty. Trim off unwanted, wilted and brown leaves. Somefoliage can beused
instead of flowers.

Method of flower arrangement

To arrangethe flowers, one needsalot of imagination. Observing nature and
copying it can beagood start for beginners. Follow thesetipsfor help.

Fix pin holder to the contai ner and pour water into the container until it covers
thepin holder. Alternatively, soak thefoam/oasisin water till it issaturated
andthen placeitinthevase.

Decidethe shape of flower arrangement. It can be atriangle, right angle,
oval, Sshaped etc.

Choosefiveflowersof different szesinonecolour. You canaso experiment
with contrasting flowersor with flowerswhich compliment each other.

Puck flowersearly inthemorning, beforethey mature. All cutting and nipping
should be doneunder water.

Cutthestemsof flowersat different lengths. Thetallest branch should be cut
tothelengthwhichisat least 1 ¥2timesthewidth of the vase.
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I. Firgt arrangethetallest flowersand then other flowersin order of their
height.

ii.  Placethesecond branchcut little shorter, away fromthefirst oneand
soon.
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iii.  Youshould awayspush the branchfirmly insideapin holder or an
oasissothat it staysin place and doesnot fall down.

iv.  Addtheflowersat different heights, ensuring enough spacein between.
Facetheflowerstowardsyourself so that you can enjoy their beauty.

vi.  Putbigger flowerstowardsthebottom, medium sizedin the center and
budsat thetop of the arrangement, so that it doesnot |ook top heavy.

vii.  Fill thegapswith appropriateleavesof different sizes.
viii. Hidethepin holder/oasiswith|eaves, sonesetc.

ix. Placethearrangement against acontrasting background from where
all theflowerscan beviewed.

.

Le 1IINTEXT QUESTIONS 31.1

I.  Youarearanging flowersinavase. Correct thefollowing statements: -

1. Toensurefreshness, flowersshould be pluckedintheevening.

2. Evennumber of flowersshould bechosen.
3.  Pinholdersareusedtokeep pins.
4.  All flowersshould beof thesameheight.
5. Budsshould beplaced at thebottom, medium sized flower inthemiddle
and largest sized flower at thetop of thearrangement.
II.  Fillintheblanks: -
1. Inaflower arrangement, green leaves help to ,
and nature.
2. Tdlestteminaflower arrangement should be—— timestaller

thanthevase.

3. Flower arrangement should be placed against a
coloured background.

31.3PRINCIPLESOF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT

Whilearranging flowers, you haveto follow somebasic principles.

i.  Thesizeof theflower arrangement should be proportionate to theroom or
other articlesintheroom likethetableonwhichit iskept, other decorative
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articlesintheroom etc. Theplant materia should be proportionateto thesize
of thecontainer. You haveadready learnt that alargeflower would ook odd
inasmall vase and vice versa. Theflower material shouldbelv% times
higher thanthe height of theflower vase.

Thewhole arrangement should be balanced. It should neither betop heavy
nor lopsided.

Fig. 31.2: Top-heavy, lop sided flower arrangement

Your eyesshould beabletotravel easily round thewholedesign and should
not stop moving. For this, thebasic shape, colour, texture should be repeated
a intervals. For example, if curved plant materid isused then combineit with
acurved container. Thiscandso beachievedif you arrangeflowersat different
heights

Flowersof different sizesshould be placed gradually from fully bloomedto
buds.

K eep the stem ends cl osetogether. Thiswould give the arrangement anatural
look.

Fig. 31.3: Flower arrangement

The plant material should ook moreimportant than the vase. All parts of
flowersshould not attract equd attention. Larger, bright flowersawaysattract
theeye, sotoo many different coloured flowers should not be put inthe same
arrangement. Instead, some small and dull colour flowers can be put along
with brightly coloured flowers.

To emphasizethe shape of twigs, flowers should either be placed higher or
lower than the curves of twigs. Allow space around each flower.

viii) Theflowers, leavesand vases should harmonize and complement each other.
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Activity 31.1

Makeflower arrangementsfor a

i) Diningtable

i)  Cornertableinaliving/drawing room

i) Bedroom

After arranging theseflowers, evaluate your arrangement by asking yourself the
following questions—

() Doesthearrangement look balanced or doesit appear too heavy onthetop
or too heavy ononeside?

@ii) Isitfirmorwobbly?

(i) Do thecontainer and flowerssuit each other?

(iv) Isitovercrowded or isthere enough space between flowers?

(v) Aremy eyesequaly attractedto dl parts?

(vi) Domy eyestravel smoothly from one part to another?

(vii) Canl seethefaceof al theflowersor arethey facing thewall or back?

r._mM

he {INTEXT QUESTIONS31.2

Assessaflower arrangement for thefollowing —

1. Allflowersareplaced at the sameheight.

2. Largeflowersareplaced onthetop.

3. Allflowersandleavesare placed towardstheleft

31.4 FLOOR DECORATIONS

In earlier days, people used to decorate floors by making different designswith
thehelp of variouscoloursand flower petals. They aso used powderslikericeor
maida. Thistraditional method of decorationisstill prevaent andisknown as
‘Alpana or ‘Rangoli’. You must have seen at your home also, women make
drawingsof animasand other shapes, onfestive occasions. Rangolisaregenerdly
made on the doorsteps, courtyard or verandah of the house. You canadsodesign
arangoli pattern and draw it on thefloor with the help of achak. Thenyou canfill
it up with petas, dry powdered colour, etc. Outlines can also bedrawn by using
flour or rice paste.

Thereare certain pointsyou should keep in mind while making rangoli / a pana.
(i) Select designaccording to thethemeof thefestival/occasion.

(i) Drawthedesgnindoublelinessothat colour/materia canbefilledin-between.
Ensureuniformity and balance.
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(i) Usecontrasting coloursnext to each other.
(iv) Whilefilling, useascaleto neaten the outlines.
(v) Fill evenly, pressflat to smoothenthematerial.
(vi) Fill thebackground, so that thedesign lookspart of thefloor.
Notes Some of the designs have been drawn here.
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Kolam

Kolam Rangoli

Fig. 31.4: Designsfor Rangoli
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You can use sawdust for filling rangoli designs. To colour these, takeabout 30gm
(2 Tbspoon) dyeing colour in1/2 glasswater. Sieve sawdust and removeall
wooden particles. Put the sawdust in aplastic tub. Add colour and mix well. Dry
thison anewspaper in shade. Storein plastic bags.

E Activity 31.2

i)  Colour sawdustinfour different colours.
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i)  Draw different rangoli designsfor festiveoccasions like Diwali ,New year,
Holi , etc.

iii) Makerangoli onfloorsusing flowers, sawdust, grassetc.

r._mM

ht A(INTEXT QUESTIONS31.3

Using thefollowing words, writetipsfor making agood rangoli —

i) Theme i) double i) contrast iv) even v) flat.

31.5 ARRANGINGACCESSORIES

Youmight have collected beautiful paintings, wall hangings, tablelamps, cushions,
and curios. Though each one may be very artistic, if they are not arranged
thoughtfully, your housemight end uplooking cluttered and untidy. Whilearranging
accessoriesyou need to keep thefollowing pointsin mind.

() Hangpaintingsaccordingtotheir szeand spaceavailablei.e., big paintings
on abigwall andviceversa. Alternatively agroup of small paintingscanaso
be hung together. Thesecan behunginsuchaway that thedl fitinanimaginary
sguareor arectangle.

(i) Paintingscan be enhanced by putting spot lightswhich fall directly onthe
paintings.
(i) Hangal paintingsstraight and even, not lopsided.

(iv) Colour of lamps should harmonize with the décor. These can beplacedin
cornersor hung over apainting to enhanceit.

(v) Cushionscan be placed randomly to add colour to theroom.
(vi) Careshould betaken that too many curiosare not collected together.

(vii) Similar material curios(likeal madeof brass, cut glass, white metal, wood,
etc) can be grouped and kept together.
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Activity 31.3

Practicethefollowing inyour house—

i)
i
)

Hang threetofivepicturesinyour living roomwall
Arrangedecorativeitemsin ashowcase of adrawing room

Placeindoor plants

il TERMINAL EXERCISE

1

4.
5.

1

Rahul’ sfriend gavehimfiveyelow rosesonhis birthday. What other materids
would heneed to arrange these? Guide himto arrange thesefor thesidetable
inhisbedroom.

What pointswould you keep in mind while arranging accessories?

Ritikaisexpecting her friends. Shewantsto decorate her room. Giveher five
suggestionsto beautify her room.

What pointswould you keep in mind while sel ecting and using apin hol der.

Enumerate the princi plesyou would adopt whilearranging flowers.

i
Sﬂ,‘é WHAT YOU HAVE L EARNT

Itisimportant to keep your house not only clean but aso beautiful and well
arranged so that it ismore comfortable a so.

Whiledecorating the house harmony, symmetry, and uniformity infurniture,
lighting and arrangement of accessoriesshould bekept in mind.

When arranging flowers consideration hasto be given to colour and type of
flowersaswell asof thevase.

‘Alpana or ‘Rangloli’ isabeautiful, traditional way of floor decoration. It
can bedonewith either flowersor colours made of rice, flour etc.

Pictures, cushionsand other artefacts should be arranged according to the
sizeand aspleasingtotheeye.

ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

I. 1. Howersshouldbepluckedinthemorning.
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2.
3.

31.2 1. Therewill benorhythm astheeyeswill not movefromoneplaceto
another and eyes will get stuck at one place.

2. Itwill look unbaanced and will look top heavy.

3. Itwill look unbalanced and lopsided. It will appear heavy ontheleft
and empty ontheright side.

31.3 (i) Shouldbeaccordingtothethemeof thefestival or occassion

(i) Drawdesgnindoublelines
(i) Usecontrasting colours.
(iv) Rllevenly

(v) Pressflat
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Flowersshould be odd in numbers.
Pinholdersare used to hold theflower stemsin position.
Flowersshould becut at different heights.

Buds should be placed at the top, medium sized flower in the
middleand largest sized flower at he bottom of the arrangement.

add beauty, provide background and makeit resemble
1Y%
contrast
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