TELEVISION IN INDIA

335en13

Canyouimagineaworldwithout televison?No serids, newschannelsor cricket
matches. Will it not be aboring world? Today television hasbecomeanintegral
part of our lives. Your brother might get angry if disturbed whileheiswatching his
favouritetelevison programme.

However, tlevisonisarecent invention. Very few homeshad televis on setssome
fifty yearsago. Also, till the 1990s Doordarshan wasthe only channdl availableto
avast mgority of Indians. Thislessonwill takeyou through thestory of television.

@ OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, you will beableto do thefollowing:

e tracetheevolutionof televison;

e identify themilestonesof televisonhistory inindia;
e andyzetheimpactof televisoninourdallylives,
e explanthenewtrendsintelevison.

13.1EVOLUTION OF TELEVISION

Isn'tit wonderful that anewsreader whoishundredsof kilometersaway inanews
studio can be seen and heard by just switching on your television set? However,
televisionisarecent invention.Ask your grandfather whether he had watched
televisionin hischildhood. M ost probably hewould have had aradio set at home
but not atelevision. Radio, print and cinemawereaready therebeforethearrival
of television. Theideaof television existed long before the actual invention of
televison. Several inventorswereworking on the creation of atechnology which
could transmit sound aswell asvisuas.

Though many pioneershave contributed to makeit possible, John Bairdisgeneraly
regarded asthefather of television. British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) of
Britain began thefirst television servicein 1936. If you have asatellite or cable
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connection, you will be able to watch BBC, the world’s oldest television
broadcaster. By 1939, television broadcastsbeganin the United Statesalso. These
two countrieswere clearly ahead intherace. Other countriesbegantelevision
broadcasting on awide scale only by the 1950s. Though the second World War
dowed down therapid development of the new medium, the post war yearsmade
upforit.

Wehave seen how television cameinto exisience. However, early tdlevisonviewing
was not like what we see on atelevision set today. It was quite primitive. The
limitationsof theearly cameraforced theactorsand anchorstowork withimpossibly
hot lights. Imaginetrying to read newswith full make up under ablazing light.

Theearly television broadcastswere all black and white. Thefirst successful
programmein colour wastransmitted by ColumbiaBroadcasting System (CBS)
in USA in 1953. Thetelevision set became one of the important mediums of
entertainment with theadvent of severd popular shows. Televisongradualy matured
asamedium during the next two decades. From being “radio with pictures” it
acquired auniquestyleof itsown. Asaresult of this, this phaseisoften called the
“goldenage’ of television.

DATESTO REMEMBER

1936 - British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) of Britain beganthe
first televison serviceof theworld

1939 - TelevisonbroadcastsbeganinUS
1950s -  Other countriesbegantelevision broadcasting onawidescae
1953 -  Thefirg successful programmein colour wastranamitted by CBS

inUSA

Intoday’ sworld, television hasbecome one of the most powerful meansof mass
communication.It canimpart education, information and entertainment. Televison
hasbecomeanintegra part of our lives. Inthe next section youwill learn about the
of history of televisoninIndia

1

Lo

r
b JINTEXT QUESTIONS13.1

1. Whoisgenerdly credited asthefather of televison?
2. Nametheworld soldest television broadcaster.
3.  Whendidtheworld'sfirst colour broadcast happen?
4. Tick mark thecorrect answer.
1)  Whichof thefollowingwasalater invention?
(@ dnema
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(b) radio
(©) print
(d) tdevison
ii)  Whichcountry beganthefirst television service?
@ UK
(b) US
() Span
(d) India
i) Nametheevent which dowed down the devel opment of television.
(@ SecondWorldWar
(b) First World War
(¢) CrimeanWar
(d) Gulf Wer

13.2HISTORY OF TELEVISION IN INDIA

Did you know that television broadcasts started in Indiaunder All IndiaRadio
(AIR)?TelevisonbeganinIndiaon 15" September 1959 asan experiment. There
wereonly two one-hour programmesaweek, each of one hour duration. Imagine
atelevison set working for only two hoursaweek. Can you think of suchasituation
today?But, that wasthe casein theearly yearsof televison. All IndiaRadio handled
theseinitial broadcasts.

1959- TELEVISION BEGAN IN INDIA ON
AN EXPERIMENTAL BASIS.

Theearly programmeson these experimental broadcastsweregeneraly educationd
programmesfor school children and farmers. Several community television sets
wereset up inDelhi’s rural areasand schoolsaround Delhi for thedissemination of
these programmes. By the 1970s, television centerswere opened in other parts of
the country aso. In 1976, Doordarshan, whichwasAll IndiaRadio’ stelevisonarm
until then became a separate department.

1976- DOORDARSHAN BECAME A SEPARATE DEPART-
MENT INDEPENDENT OFALL INDIARADIO (AIR)

Arethereany community television setsinyour area? Several community televison
setsweredistributed asapart of one of theimportant landmarksin the history of
Indiantelevision, the Satellite I nstructiona Television Experiment (SITE). It was
conducted between August 1975 and July 1976. Under thisprogramme, theIndian
government used theAmerican satdllite AT S-6 to broadcast educationd programmes
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toIndian villages. Six stateswere sel ected for thisexperiment and tel evision sets
weredistributed in these states. Wasyour state apart of the SITE programme?
Ask your edersif community tel evis on setsweredistributed in the neighbourhood
duringthisperiod.

1975-1976 SATELLITEINSTRUCTIONAL
TELEVISION EXPERIMENT (SITE)

SITE wasan important step taken by Indiato usetelevision for devel opment.
The programmeswere mainly produced by Doordarshan which was then apart
of AIR. Thetelecasts happened twice aday, in the morning and evening. Other
than agricultura information, health and family planning werethe other important
topicsdealt within these programmes. Entertainment wasalsoincluded inthese
telecastsintheformof dance, music, drama, folk and rural art forms.

A mgor milestoneinthehistory of Indian televis onwasthe coverage of theNinth
Asian Games in 1982. Doordarshan provided national coveragefor thefirst time
through the satellite INSAT 1A. Also, for thefirst time, thetransmissionwasin
colour. In addition to the domestic transmission, Doordarshan wasa so providing
content for the broadcasters of many other countries. After 1982 therewasa
hugeincreaseinthe live coverage of sportsby Doordarshan.

1982- DOORDARSHAN PROVIDED NATIONAL
COVERAGEFORTHEFIRST TIMETHROUGH THE
SATELLITEINSAT 1A.

By 1983, government sanctioned ahuge expansion of Doordarshan. Severa new
transmitters were set up throughout the country. Thustowardsthe end of 80s
around 75 per cent of the popul ation could be covered by thetransmitters. Many
of the programmes of Doordarshan like Hum L og, Buniyaad and Nukkad were
immensely popular. Haveyou seen any of theseserials?

1983- GOVERNMENT SANCTIONS
HUGE EXPANSION OF DOORDARSHAN

In 1997, Prasar Bharati, a statutory autonomous body was established.
Doordarshan along with AlR was converted into government corporationsunder
Prasar Bharati. The Prasar Bharati Corporation was esablished to serveasthe
public service broadcaster of the country which would achieveitsobjectives
throughAlIR and DD. Thiswasastep towardsgreater autonomy for Doordarshan
andAIR. However, Prasar Bharati has not succeeded in shielding Doordarshan
from government control.

1997- ESTABLISHMENT OF PRASAR BHARATI

Do you watch Gyandarshan, the educational channel of Doordarshan? Do you
find the programmesin the channel useful ? Whichisyour favourite channel of
Doordarshan? Today, about 90 per cent of the Indian population can receive
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Doordarshan programmesthrough itsnetwork. From itshumblebeginning asa
part of All IndiaRadio, Doordarshan hasgrowninto amgjor television broadcaster
with around 30 channels. Thisincludes Regional Language Satellite Channels,
State Networks, International Channel and All IndiaChannelslike DD National,
DD News, DD Sports, DD Gyandarshan, DD Bharati, L oksabha Channel and
DD Urdu. Which channel of Doordarshan broadcastsinyour regional language? Notes

| Activity 13.1

Make a list of all the channels of Doordarshan. Watch at least five
of them and identify the purpose of each. channel.

DATESTO REMEMBER

1959 - Tdevison dartedinIndiaasanexperiment.
1975 - SITEprogranmesarts

1976 - Doordarshan, whichwasAlR'stelevisonam, becomesaseparate
department

1982 - Coverage of Ninth Asian Games. Doordarshan starts national
coverage and colour transmissionfor thefirst time.

1983 - Government sanctionsahuge expans on of Doordarshan

1997 - Esablishment of Prasar Bhareti

INTEXT QUESTIONS13.2

What isthefull formof SITE?
What istheimportance of theyear 1982 inthehistory of Indiantelevison?
Wheat isPrasar Bharati?

() Teevisoninlndiabeganas

A .

(@ anexperiment

(b) asourceof entertainment

(¢) amediumfor education

(d) atool for devel opment
(i) GyanDarshanis

(@ anentertainment channe

(b) aneducationa channel

(c) asportschanne

(d) newschanne
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(i) Thesatellite used by Doordarshan for national coveragein 1982is
(@ ATS-6
(b) Aryabhata
(€ IRS1C
(d) INSAT 1A
(iv) Doordarshan began asapart of
(@ AIR
(b) Prasar Bhardti
() STE
(d) Krishi Darshan

13.3EMERGENCE OF PRIVATE TELEVISION CHANNELS

So you have seen how Doordarshan has evolved over theyears. But today we
havemany channd sother than Doordarshan. You may haveheard theterm* satdllite
channels’. Generaly satdllitesare used for communication or research purposes.
Man made satellites are objectswhich arelaunched to orbit the earth or any other
celestia body. Let ussee how satelliteshelpin bringing your favouritetelevision
channel sto your homes.

What istherelationship between asatelliteand aserial that you seeinthe cable
network? They might seem completely unrelated. But, communication satellites
areingrumentd inbringing theserid toyour home. Haveyou ever owned atelevison
set with an antennawhich had to be positioned exactly to catch the signal ?A
heavy rain or rough weather can disrupt your television viewing in such acase.
Theintroduction of communication satelliteshasimproved the situation gregtly.

How many channels can you watch on your television set? Star TV, Ag) Tak,
NDTYV, Zeeetc areafew of themany television channelsavailableto ustoday.
Ask your mother if she had such awide choiceof channelsin her childhood. The
answer will be*no’. Thisisbecausethese private channelscameinto thelndian
Televison scenequiterecently. Inthe earlier days, Doordarshan had amonopoly
asitwastheonly channd availableto thelndian television audience. Thischanged
inthe 1990swith thearriva of private channels. The coverage of the Gulf War by
theAmerican newschannel, Cable NewsNetwork (CNN) propelled thearrival
of satellitetelevisoninIndia. Satellite disheswereused to catch the CNN signas

and cable operatorstook to satellite broadcasting immediately.

1990s:ADVENT OFPRIVATETELEVISION CHANNELS
IN INDIA
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Hong Kong based STAR (Satellite Television Asian Region) entered into an
agreement with an Indian company and Zee TV was born. It became the
fird privately owned Hindi satellitechanne of India. Theagreement between STAR
and Zeedid not last long. But the I ndian tel evision audiencewaswaiting for ashift
fromthemonopoly of Doordarshan and soon anumber of private channelsemerged.

The Supreme Court ruling of 1995 which stated that the airwaves are not the
monopoly of thelndian government boosted their growth. Severd regiond channedls
aso cameinto being during thisperiod. SUnTV (Tamil), Asanet (Maayaam) and
Eenadu TV wereafew of them. Today amost all major Indian languageshave
televison channelsinthem. Whichisyour favouriteregional channd?

Apart fromtheregiona channels, ahost of international channelslike CNN, BBC
and Discovery areaso availableto thelndian television audience. With different
categoriesof channelslike 24 hour news channels, religious channels, cartoon
channelsand moviechannels, thereissomething for everyoneto watch.

= Activity 13.2

Classify the different channels offered by the cable network in your
area into various categories like news channels, movie channels,
religious channelsetc.

b 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS13.3

1.  What wasthe Supreme Court ruling about the government monopoly of
arwaves?

2. Nametheeventwhichledtothearrival of satdlitetdevisoninIndia
3. Fillintheblankswith appropriateword/s:

(i) ——— wasthefirst privately owned Hindi satellite channel of
India

(i) Adganetistheregiona channdl of
(i) Thefull formof STARiS——

(iv) Beforetheadvent of private channd s————wastheonly televison
channd availableto thevast mgority of Indians

(v —————isanexampleof aprivatetelevison channel.

13.4IMPACT OF TELEVISION IN OUR DAILY LIVES

We have seen that television is an immensely popular medium of mass
communication. Itisvery muchintegrated into our daily livesand hasthe power to
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influence our outlooks. Thisinfluence can have both positiveand negativeresults.
Onthepostivefront, televison can be an excellent teacher. Wouldn't your younger
sster get thrilled if acartoon show teachesher mathematics? Television canaso
be used as an excellent medium for mass education asin the SI TE experiment.
| dentify oneprogrammein your favorite channel which can haveapostiveimpact
on society.

Televison can aso open up new horizonsfor us. Sittinginyour living room, you
can accessinformation about what ishappening in adistant country likelrag by
just aclick of theremote. Television can a so be used to create awareness about
variousissueslikeenvironmental pollution and global warming. Canyou recall
any programmeor public serviceadvertisement which hasincreased your avareness
about the need to conserve our environment? Television can also provide
entertainment and can be used asatool for relaxation.

= Activity 13.3
|dentify three television programmes which have increased your
awareness about social issues

Asachild, haveyou ever nagged your parentsto get you thebrand of chocolate
advertised on TV?How did your parentsreact?

Fig. 13.1(a) : A child watchingthead of aparticular brand of chocolateon TV

MASSCOMMUNICATION




Televisionin India

Fig.13.1(b) : Thesamechild creating afussin a shopping mall for the chocolate bar
advertised and seenby himon TV.

Mindlesste evision can have negativeimpacts. Haveyou heard of theterm* couch
potato’ ? Thisisused for peoplewho spend most of their timeinfront of atelevision
set. Doyou know any couch potatoes? Too much television can distract you from
other activities, likereading, sportsor hel ping your parentswith household chores.
Sincetelevisonviewing isasedentary activity, it can a solead to obesity. Catchy
advertisements ontelevision can tempt peopleto buy various products.
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Fig. 13.2: Couch Potato

Television viewing has also been linked with the creation of stereotypes. Watch
some of thewomen based serial sand observe where maximum timeis spent by
theheroine. You aremost likely to find her spending most of thetimeinsidea
house. Herethe stereotype that women are supposed to spend most of thetime
at homeissubtly re-enforced. You would have come acrossthe portrayal of a
“madras” inHindi comedy shows. Thisdepiction may not haveany red relation
toaSouth Indian.

Fig 13.3: Watching violent content.
MASS COMMUNICATION




Televisionin India MODULE - 4
Television
and violent behaviour in children. Thegenera assumption derived from these
studiesisthat increased exposureto violence make children think that it isan
acceptable behaviour. Watching violent programmes have been linked with
aggression in both adultsand children. These progammes have been found to
cause more adverse effectson children who have experienced violence, poverty
or neglectinther lives. Notes

=j Activity 13.5

Monitor the amount of violence depicted in your favourite channel
over a week and discuss its impact with your friends.

Sometelevision programmescan inducefear in children.

Bl

Fig. 13.4: Expressingfear

Thus, televisioninitself isneither good nor bad. It isjust another medium of
communication. The positive and negative effects depend upon how we usethe
medium.

©

b J INTEXT QUESTIONS134

Answer thefollowing questions:
1. Whatistheimpact of violent television content on children?
2. Listtwopostiveimpactsof television.
3. Whichof thefollowingisnot anegative aspect of televison
(& providesentertainment
(b) cancontainexcessveviolent content

(0 canleadtoexcessveconsumerism
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4. Statewhether thefollowing statementsaretrueor false.
(1) anytdevidonprogrammecan provideyouwithinformation

(i)  increased exposureto violent television canlead to violent behaviour in
somechildren.

(i) watchingtelevisionleadsto obesity
(iv) theonly purposeof televisonisto provide entertainment

(v) televisonisbadfor children

13.5NEW TRENDSIN TELEVISION

So, we have seen theimpact of televisionin our lives. Now let ushavealook at
thenew devel opmentsinthefield of television.. Do you depend on an antennato
watchtelevison? Inthat caseyour televison set reliesonterrestrid transmission.
Television content can be delivered in avariety of ways. It can be distributed
through terrestrial transmission. In this system, an antenna connected to the
television viewer isused to receive the signal s telecast by the broadcaster’s
transmitter. Thisisthetraditiona method of television broadcast. Other methods
of delivery include distribution through cable networksand direct broadcast
satdlite.

Have you ever thought how the cable operator in your areasuppliesall those
bouquet of channels? The cabledistributionin Indiacan beseenasachainwhich
beginswith the signal sent by the broadcaster to the cable operator. The cable
operatorsthenrelay thesesignalsto our homes. Therearefreetoair channesand
pay channels. For thefreeto air channels, the broadcaster doesnot chargethe
cable operator. Examplesof freeto air channelsincludeAga Tak, Saharaand
TimesNow. Pay channelslike Sony and Star Plus charge a certain amount of
money per subscriber per month.

Wherewouldyouidedly placeyour televison set?Inthelivingroom, isit?However
thearrival of new delivery platformsisgoing to changethisforever. How about
watching your favourite channel on your mobile phone? Thishasa ready become
aredlity inIndia Thisway, youwill not missyour favouritetelevison programme
whileyou aretraveling.

DID YOU KNOW?

There are cars which come with an antenna which allows you to watch
television programmes from a host of channels.

Anather interesting technology isInternet Protocol Television (IPTV) whichalows
you to watch television on computers and mobile phones. This alows the
consumersto watch television, record programmes and share their experiences
withther friendswiththehe p of aninternet connection and aset top box provided
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for the purpose. Under this system, a cell phone can be used to schedule the
recording of aprogramme. Thiswill offer the consumersgreater choice, control
and convenience. Manyof the mgjor Indian channelsprovidevideo clipsof their
programmesthrough their websites.

Do you haveacyber caféin your neighbourhood? Have you gonethereto search
theinternet?1f you arenot yet familiar with computers, you should makeit apoint
tovisit acybercafé. Internet or new media has opened awhole new world of
communication. Thisnewer medium hascrested achalengefor televison. Doyou
know that many young peoplein developed countries spend moretime on the
internet thanin front of atelevison set?

New mediaalowsgreater audience participation. Youwill learn moreabout thisin
themoduleon new media Televison hasinventeditsownwaysto meet thechdlenges
put forward by internet. Audience backed showswheretheaudiencedecidesthe
winner isan example. Ask your mother if there were any such programmeson
Indian television 15 yearsback. The answer will be‘no’. Thisisbecause new
mediaisarecent addition to the mediasceneand tel evis on had no such chalenges
inthepast. Redity televisionisanother new trend. Haveyou seen programmeslike
‘Indianidol’, ‘BigBoss and‘SaReGaMaPa ? They are examplesof reality
televison.

Thus, inthisage of internet, television hasbeen constantly reinventingitself asa
medium. The new delivery platforms are steps in that direction. One of the
disadvantages of television asamediumisdelayed feed back. On the other hand,
internetisall about interactivity. Soto cope up with this, televison hasbeganto
packageitscontent aswell asddlivery inaninteractive manner.

e 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS13.5

1. WhatisIPTV?
2. Whatisapay channel?
3. Whichof thefollowing isatraditional method of TV broadcasting?
(i) terredtrid transmission
@iy IPTV
(i) HDTV
(iv) MobileTV broadcasting

F |
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4. Fillintheblankswith appropriateword/s:

() ———— —isanexampleof afreetoair channel
(i) MobileTV broadcastingisa——
@) ......... isadrawback of television.

Notes iv) ........ isaninteractivemedium

\ 13.6 WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

—» Evolutionof tdlevison
o father of tdevison
o firstdevisonsaviceBBC

o black andwhiteservice
® colour transmisson

Higtory of tdlevisoninIndia

e televisonasapartof AIR

e establishment of Doordarshan
e first national coverageby DD
e establishment of Prasar Bharati

Emergenceof private televison channels
e sadlitecommunication
e adventof Star TV

Impact of televisoninour daily lives
e informationchannels

e educationd channds
entertainment channels
exposureto violence

creation of stereotypes

® generationof fear

New trendsintelevision

e cablenetwork

e direct broadcast

e [nternet Protocol Televison
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EI 13.7TERMINAL EXERCISES
. Ligtthreemilestonesinthehigtory of televisoninIndia
. How doestelevisoninfluenceour daily lives? Notes

1
2
3. Outlinethenew trendsintdevison.
4

. Identify themgjor eventsintheevolution of television.

“ N 138ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

13.1 JohnBaird

British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC)
1953

(i) (d) (i) (@ (iii) (3@

13.2 Satellitelngtructiond Television Experiment
Refer to section 13.2

Refer to section 13.2

(i) (@ (i) (b) (iii) (d) (iv) (a)

13.3 Refer to section 13.3

The coverage of the Gulf War by the American newschannel CNN

w N BPA WD B~ DR

(i) Zee

() Keraa

(i) SatelliteTelevisonAsian Region
(iv) Doordarshan

(v) TimesNow, any other

134 Refer to section 13.4

Imparting information and education

(a) provides entertainment

A W DR

(i) False (ii) True (iii) False (iv) False (v) False

MASSCOMMUNI CATION




Televisonin India

135 1. Refertosection13.5
2. Refertosection13.5
3. (i) terredtrid transmission
4. () Ag Tak,anyother
(i) Newtdevisonddivery platform
(iii) Delayed feedback

(iv) New media
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