INTRODUCTION TO
TRADITIONAL MEDIA

335en25A

Inyour earlier lessons, you havelearnt al ot about communication, variousmedia
formsused for communi cation aswell asthe use of communication in our day to
day life. Butitisalso important to understand that communication isnot only
confined to print, television, radio, photography , internet etc. There are other
waysof communicationwhich exist in different formsinand around you.

Canyourecall having seen adance performance, amagic show or afestival mela?
Doyouredizethat al theseformscommuni cate some messages of entertainment,
educetion or information through them?

Have you ever thought of how people used to share or exchangetheir joy, sorrow
or information with each other before the existence of electronic media. What
were the mediumsthat hel ped them to communicate with each other?Inthis
lesson, you will learn about some of these mediums of communication.

{ OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, youwill ableto dothefollowing:

e definetraditiona media;

o identify different formsof traditiona media;

o differentiate between traditional mediaand € ectronic media;
e discusstheuseof traditional mediain communication.

25.1DEFINITION OF TRADITIONAL MEDIA

Eventoday youwill find villageswhere thereisno proper electricity. Peoplein
such placesmight not be ableto view television or accesstheinternet. Similarly
illiterate peoplewill not be ableto read newspapers or magaziness. However, this
doesnot mean they that do not communicate. They have a so devel oped different
waysof communication depending uponthelocd languageand culture.
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You may have heard many storiesfrom your parents or grand parents about the
Ramayana, M ahabharata, about kingsand queenswho ruled the country several
yearsago. Similarly therearestories about festival sand ritualsand how to become
good human beings. Information in thisway has been handed over from one
generationto another and congtitute different formsof traditiona media

S0, let usnow definetraditional media.

The non electronic mediums which works as part of our cultureand as
vehicles of transmitting tradition from one generation to another
generation is called traditional media.

=j Activity 25.1

Before we move on to the next section on various for ms of traditional
media, now can you name a few forms of traditional media around

you.

Traditional mediacomesin different formsand isknown by different namesin
different regionsof the country. For instance, in AndhraPradesh, ‘ Janapadam’
indicatesavillageand‘ Jangpadulu’ meansvillagers. Thefolk art formsof villages,
onthewholeareknown as' JanapadaKaalu'. Similarly Lok Natyaor Lok Geet
means ' peopl€' sdance’ or ‘ people’ ssong’ . Thereare many other formsof folk
artsin other states of India. These are used as‘ Jan Madhyamas'i.e ‘people’s
media . Theseformsrepresent the conurned people by giving aglimpseof their
style, speech, music, dance, dress, behaviour, etc.

Traditiona toolsof communication aredevel oped from the bdiefs, customs, and
rituals practised by the people. Thesearevery old and deep-rooted.

Traditiond mediathusrepresentsaform of communicationemployingvocd, verbd,
musical and visual folk art forms, transmitted to asociety or group of societies
from one generation to another. They areindigenousmodesand have served the
society astool SYmedium of communication for ages.

Dothesetraditiona formsof communication exist today?Yes, they do. Thecontext,
culture and form may be different but the purpose is served. Some common
examplesare Rangoli ( theart of making designsusing col oured powder), story
telling, drama and puppetry.

INTEXT QUESTIONS25.1

1. Définetraditiond media
2. Nameany threetraditional formsthat exist today.
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Traditional Media
2.5.1 Different formsof traditional media
A traditiona mediaform can beanything which doesthe purpose of communication
inyour family, friendsand asawholein society. All theformsmay not be popular
but they help to communicate. You have already seenthat theseformsare different
indifferent regionsand communites. But for your understanding, thesecanbedivided

intothefollowing; Notes
e traditiona dance

e drama

e panting

e suulpture

e g

e mudc

e motifsandsymbols

It will beinteresting to notethat in someformsof traditional media, all the above
can be used. For example‘ Ramleela whichisafolk play telling thestory of Lord
Ramain atraditiona styleispopular innorth Indiaand usesall the abovetraditiona
mediums

Fig. 25.1 (a) : Announcement

MASSCOMMUNICATION



Optional Module 7A
Traditional Media

Notes

Introductionto Traditional M edia

Oneof the popular traditional formsof communication isthe announcement
madeby beatinga ‘Nagada’ or drumwith astick and used for communicating
messagesfrom onevillageto another through itsbests.

Fig. 25.1(b) : Nagada
Puppetryisapopular form of traditional mediawhich existsinrural areasof
India. Shadow puppetry and string puppetry are popular forms.

Patachitrakatharefersto storiesthat have been told through the medium
of palmlesf paintings.

Sorytelingisanother interesting format of traditional mediawhich existed
at atimewhen advanced forms of communication such asthewritten word
did not exi<t. For examplehistorica storiesof variousloca heroeswho fought
battlesand participated in thefreedom struggle were performed through song
and drama. Thesewere not written or documented. | nstead they were orally
communicated from one house to another or onevillageto another. They
kept the storiesalive. Canyour recall any such storiesfrom your region?

Story-telling forms such as ‘Harikatha and * Kabigan' played avital rolein
communicating historical and epic sories. Story tellingisaso practisedintraditiona
youth clubslike the Ghotul of thetribal muriasof Bastar or the Dhumkuriaof the
Oraonsof Bihar.
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Nautanki isafamousform of folk artsinvolving amix of music and dance
and popular in northern India. It wasthe most popular form of entertainment
beforethe advent of cinema.

Fairsandfestivalsincluding socid, ritual and ceremonia gatheringscreated
aplatform to meet and exchange viewsamong people.

Folk dancesvary form one placeto another. For example, you will find a
variety of tribal dancesinthenorth easternregion, Orissaand Gujarat. Every
tribe hasadifferent danceform and dress, accessories, symbolsand maotifs.
Traditional paintings, wall paintings, inscriptions, statues and stupas
played avita rolein communicating ideasand culturefrom onegenerationto
another.

Formsof traditiona mediaa so includethe housebarn and fencetypes. Ven
thetraditional conventional soundsused to summon animalsor givethem

commandsare considered asdifferent modes of communication.

You must understand that these are only broad categorizations. There are many

regiond variations.

Table25.1; Other traditional mediaforms

e myths e legends e folktales e jokes
e proverbs e riddles e chants
e blessings e curses e oaths e insults
e retorts e taints e games e gestures
e symbols e prayers e practical e jokes
e folk etymologies o food-recipes
e embroidery designs e costumes

emedicine e instrumental music e metaphors ¢ names

e crafts e ballads e charms
e customs e tales e places
e names, e superstitions
e witchcraft e folk medicine
e gestures e festivals e rhymes
e literary artistic expressions
o tales o fables e beliefs e dance

5] Activi ty 25.2

formsin your every day life.

1. Choosethecorrect option:

INTEXT QUESTIONS25.2

i) Communicationisa

From the above table, identify and make a list of traditional media

a) lateprocessb) continuousprocessc) active processd) inactive process

i)  Whichof the followingisnot a form of traditional media
a) traditional gamesb) balladsc) chat showsd) puppetry
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i) What doestheterm Jan Madhyam mean ?

a) traditional mediab)people’ smediac) print mediad) broadcast media

2. Ligtanythreeoldformsof traditiona communication.

Notes )

i

25.2 TRADITIONAL MEDIAVSTELEVISION

Haveyou found any difference between watching atelevision programme and
watching Ramledaor listening to storiesfrom your grandmother?
L et uslist out someof the differences between traditional mediaand el ectronic
media

Table 25.2: Differencesbetween Traditional M ediaand Television

Traditional media Electronicmedia

e non-technologica innature e Technologicd innature

e flexibleinnaturebut o flexiblebut enjoyscultura freedom
culturdlyrigid

e |essexpensvemedium e expensvemediumwhichneedshigh

monetary investment

e messagesarepresented e messagesaretransmitted or broadcast
beforealiveaudience

e reachislimited e reachesout to alarge number of people

Fig. 25.3: (a) Sreet Theatreperformance (b) Watchingtelevision
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Intraditiona mediaformslike story telling, thegtre, dance, Snging etc, your body
isyour media. You can create messages and communi cate without using any form
of massmedia. You can create your ownmedia.

For examplein street theatre, socia or political messages are presented before
the public with aperformance by agroup of performers. You do not need any
specid pieceof equipment unlikeintelevison or radio.

Likewise, ballad singing isapopular form whereasingle person singsonissues
related tothepublic. It will bevery smpleto understand. But at the sametime, it
containssevera critical comments about society. Herea so, thereisno need for
instruments, chorusor astage. A singer with acreativethought and awareness of
issuesand loud voca strength can turn himsdlf into apowerful people’ s(traditiona)
medium.

Ontheother hand, for the electronic media, you need acertain style, dresscode,
diction, literacy etc. They generaly do not involve active audience participation.
But traditionad mediaisincusiveinnature. They arehighly intimateand loca specific
and deeply connected to one'sown lives,

25.3USE OF TRADITIONAL MEDIAIN COMMUNICATION

Traditiona mediahavebeeninexistenceinIndiafor longand havebeenused asa
medium of communicationinrural areas. Over theyears, rura masseshavebeen
using thefolk mediafor expressing their socid , ritual, mora and emotional needs.
Traditional mediahasacrucid roleto performin the process of socio-economic
developmentinindia It helpsin convincing andinfluencing peopleinavery effective
way.

For exampleduring thefreedom struggle, folk mediaplayed agreet rolein soreading
the message of patriotism. Utpal Dutt whowas apopular actor issaid to have
used Jatra, atraditional theatreformin Bengal during thefreedom struggle.
Paala, atraditional form of ballad singing isused for spreading awarenesson
varioussocial issuesby thegovernment of Orissa.

The Song and Drama Division of the government of Indiausesvariousforms
of traditiona mediato spread awarenesson anumber of social issueslike AIDS,
polioimmunization etc.

You all know that during festival's, we exchange sweets, greet each other and
decorate our houses. Thiscommunicatesour friendship and lovefor others. This
isalso anexampleof thetraditiona form of communication. Today weusemodern
waysof communication such asthe mobile phoneandinternet to send messages
of friendship and greetings. Communi cation through traditiona mediathushe psin
building good relations.

F'e"'l
e 1 INTEXT QUESTIONS25.3

1. Choosethecorrect option:
) Traditional mediaisa———— medium.
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a) technologica b) mechanica c) passived)non technologlcd
ii) Intraditional mediayour body isyour
a) sourceb) power ¢) mediad) mind
i) Whichform of traditional mediadid Utpal Dutt use during thefreedom
sruggle?
a) balladb) jatrac)painting d)puppetry
Iv) Balladsinging of Orissaiscaled—————
a) jatrab) patachitrakathac)katputhli d) paaa

254 WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

—» Definition
Different formsof traditiond media
e traditiona Dance e drama
e panting e stulpture
e Ng e mudc

e motifsand symbols
Differencesbetween traditional mediaand e ectronic media
Useof traditional mediain communication

e playedagresat roleduring thefreedom struggle

e usedfor spreading awarenesson varioussocial issues

e usedfor communicatingfriendshipandlove

25.5 TERMINAL EXERCISES

1. Explanwithexamplesdifferent formsof traditional media
2. Discussthedifferencesbetweentraditional mediaandtelevision.

3. Describetheuseof traditional mediain communication.

wAl| 256 ANSWERSTO INTEXT QUESTIONS

25.1 1. Thenonédectronic mediumswhichworksaspart of our cultureand as
vehicles of transmitting tradition from one generation to another
generationiscalled traditiona media.

2. i) sorytelingii) rangoli iii) puppetry iv) any other
25.2 1. i)(b)ii)(c)iii) (b)
2. 1) nagadaused to makeannouncementsii) patachitrakathaiii) nautanki
iv)any other
25.3 1. i) (b)ii) (¢)iii) (b)iv) (d)
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