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PHOTOJOURNALISM
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Man hasalwayshad adesireto learn and expand hisknowledge. Thishedid by
travelling to new places. Man drew pictures of the new thingshe saw or wrote
about histravels. Then came printing. Printing could makethewrittenword more
popular anongst people. The printed word wascombined with hand drawn pictures
to describewhat waswritten. Thisadded to the peopl € sknowledge of thingsand
they could visudisewhat wasbeing written about. With thecoming of photography
news could be conveyed with greater authority and emphasi swith photographs.
Photographs started supporting the written newsin newspapers and magazines
and thus photojournalismwasborn.

@ OBJECTIVES

After studying thislesson, you will beableto do thefollowing:

e  describethemeaning of photojournaism;

e discussthenatureand scopeof photojournaism;

e datetheimportance of compositionin photojournaism;
o explaintheteams’photofeature’ and ‘ photoeditor.’

27.1 MEANING OF PHOTOJOURNALISM

Every morning wewake up and read the newspaper. Thereisawaysapictureon
thefirst pagewhich showstheimportant newsof theday. Such apictureisaresult
of what weknow asphotojournalism.

Once photography grew popular and became easy to do, it started getting
specidisadinitsuse. By this, you must understand that soon after thediscovery of
photography peoplewerevery excited and busy getting their photostaken. Soon
they started travelling with the camera, gathering picturesof far off placesand
showed them to peoplewho could not get there.

Warswere happening in theworld; photographerswent to such placesand took
pictures. Such photographerswerethefirst war photojournalists. Still it wasnot
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possibleto print these pictureson the newspaper alongside thewritten news.

Around the 1880s, atechnol ogy called half tone devel oped by which photographs
could be printed in the newspapers. Photojournalism asweknow today isnews
photography. Photographsthat support thestory of anewsevent fal inthiscategory
and photographerswho specidiseinthisare called photojournalists.

27.2TYPESOF PHOTOJOURNALISM

Photojournaism hasgrowninto avery specialised form of photography and it has
many moreavenues. Thisisbecausenewsitsdf hasmany areaswhereinaparticular
person is assigned to work in. So photographers according to their likes and
dislikes have goneinto specific areas. When aphotographer is gifted with the
ability to write in support of his photograph in a few words, he becomes a
photojournai<t.

Let’sfind out thedifferent typesof photojournalism.

e  Sportsphotojournalism: Assportseventsare abig part of news, thereare
photojournalistswho specidisein photographing sports. Thisisa so because
gportsphotography requiresaspeciaised skill aswell asequipment. Nowaday's
thereare photojournalistswho speciaisein photographing individual sports.
For examplein India, there are photojournalistswho are dedicated to cricket
photography asit isthe most popular sport and isnow played throughout the
year irrespectiveof it being day or night.

g27.1: (b) Sports phdtography
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Fig. 27. 1: (c) Sportsphotography

e War photojournalism: Thisistheearliest form of photojournalism, where
photojournalists have covered wars and sent photosfrom the centre of action.
In Indiawe seealot of photographsin newspapers, of conflictswithinthe
country such aterrorist activity or ariot where the photographer isin a
dangeroussituation and yet he managesto send uspictures, risking hislife.

Fig. 27.2: War photography

e  Glamour photojournalism: Film starsand other famouspersonaitieshave
become amajor part of news coverage as most peoplewant to peep into
thelivesof therich and famous. Thereare photojournalistswho specidisein
thiskind of photography only arealso called paparazzi, whichisan Italian
word.

e  Spot newsphotojour nalism: Thismeans covering eventsthat make day
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today news, likepolitical events, crime, accidentsetc. Thisisinfact themost
commontypeof photojournaismandismost demanding for a photojourndist.

Notes

e Travel photojournalism: Thistype of photojournalisminvolvesthe
documentation of an area’slandscape, people, cultures, customs and
higtory.

Travel photographsaretaken by professiona sor even amateurs. Photographs
taken by amateurs are shared online with friends, relatives etc through
photosharing websites.
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Fig. 27.4: Trave photography

e Wildlifephotojournalism : Thisisregarded asoneof themorechallenging
formsof photojournalism. Advanced photographic equipment aswell asa
good knowledge of theanimal’ sbehaviour aswell astheterrainisneeded to
takewildlife photographs.

F = e B
Fig. 27.5: (b) Wildlifephotography
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Thoughtheseareonly someof the many speciaised categoriesof photojournaism,
each newspaper hasitsset of photojournaistswho cover dl affairsthat may make
newsaround theglobe.

Photojournalists can be of two kinds, those who are employed by the newspaper
and the otherswho work asfreelancersi.e. those who work independently and
sall the picturesthat they take to newspapersand other newsagencies.

Notes

Photojournalismisnow nolonger limited to newspapers. With theemergence of
theinternet asamajor source of news, the scope of photojournalism hasextended
itself into what isknown asweb based photo journalism. Some of you who use
theinternet would have seen websitesthat arelike newspapers. Thesesitesalso
employ journdistsaswell asphotojournaiststo gether newsfor their organisations.

Now with so many peoplecarrying the cameraintheir phones, it may beof interest
for you to know that newspapers and websites use photos sent by peoplelikeus
to them, because we as ordinary people may be present with our mobile phone
camerasat placeswhen anincident of interest to the newspaper may take place!
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1 INTEXT QUESTIONS27.1

1. Statewhether thefollowing statementsaretrueor false.
i)  Covering eventsthat makeday to day newsisknown asglamour photo
journdism.
i)  War photographersare not photojournalists.
i) Photojournalismislimited to newspapers.
iv)  Web based journalism uses photojournalism asone of itscomponents.

V)  Spot news photojournalismisoneof the most common types of photo
journdism.

27.3COMPOSITION

Any photograph must speek for itself. Thismeansthat on seeing aphotograph the
personwatching it must immediately understand what it istrying to convey. There
isasaying that “asingle pictureisworth athousand words’. Thismeansthat a
picture can convey amessage more convincingly than a thousand words. You
may have seen many photographsthat |eave alasting impression onyou. Have
you wondered why it isso? Thisis because the subject which isphotographedis
placed inthepictureframein such anintelligent manner that it leavesanimpact on
theviewer. Thisplacement of the subject or subjectswithinthe pictureframeis
called composition.

Composition hasaspecia meaningwhenit hasto convey newstothepublicasis
the casein photojournalism. It isthe placement of the subject being photographed
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that leavesan impact ontheviewer. L et usconsider asituation whereyou haveto
show aphotograph of apoor man. You can takeasimple photo of abeggar onthe
street and convey your message. But if the same photographistakeninsucha
manner that the beggar iscloseto the camerabut at adistanceisasoarichman
sttinginabig car. Thispicturewill haveagreater impact becauseitscompostion
showsthe contrastin thetwo peoplein the same picture and highlightsthe condition
of thebeggar asagainst the rich man. One can think of many such instances.

Composition a so deal swith making the picturelook more appealing to the eye.
Action photographs of war or sports show akind of energy that should makethe
viewer fed that heisinthemidst of thoseactions.

Composition a so demands balance, that isto say aphotograph must betakenin
such amanner that it should not seem to make our eye wander to acorner. The
various subjects should be so organised that the picture has a pleasing effect.
There are some basic rules of framing, of which therule of thirdsisthe most
common. It statesthat el ementsin aframemust be so placed that they roughly fall
ontheintersection of thelinesthat dividetheframein threerowsand three columns,
Thisisnohardandfast rule, yet it helpsinleaving apositiveimpact ontheviewer.

Cameraangleisanother factor that hasan impact on composition. If the person
inapictureisanimportant person likealeader or afilm personality, one composes
the picture by keeping the camerabel ow the person’seyeleve. Whenthisisdone
the person shal gppear muchlarger . Similarly taking apicturefrom aboveaperson’'s
height also called top angle makesthe person appear small. All such methods of
composition areemployed to makethepicturemore effectiveintermsof what it is
trying to say, sothat theviewer canimmediately understand itsmeaning.
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1 INTEXT QUESTIONS27.2

1. Nameabasicruleof framing.

2. Whatiscomposition?

3. Identify afactor which affectscomposition.

274 PHOTOFEATURE AND PHOTOEDITING

A photofeatureisa so called aphoto essay. Asthe name suggestsitisastory or an
essay on a subject told using photographs. It can be done on anything that is
photographed, aplace or person etc.

Youmay have come across photofeaturesin magazineson certain interesting issues.
How doesaphotojournalist work on aphotofeature?

A photofeatureisgeneraly conceived at the desk of the editor of themagazineor
newspaper who will brief the photo editor about it.
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Now who isaphoto editor? A photo editor isthe overal in charge of the photo
section in anewspaper or magazine. He choosesthe photographer and discusses
the topic. He may also choose areporter who will write the story around the
photo essay. It isalso thejob of the photo editor to decide and select on the best
picturesthat convey thewholestory.

You havedready learnt that asingle pictureisworth athousandwords’. Therefore
agood photo essay which comprisesof few very nicepictureswill haveagreater
impact onitsviewer than the best written essay.

L et usconsder theexample of aphoto featurethat will be based on afamily and
attemptsto list five photographswhich shall introducethemto others. If thereare
parents, their daughter, and grandparentsinthefamily, you may havethefollowing

photographs:

e  Group photo of thewholefamily having ameal together.
o fatherleavingfor work.

e mother preparing food in thekitchen

e  daughter coming homefrom school

e grandparentswatchingtelevison.

These arethefew photographsthat will make abrief photo essay onthe above
family. Of coursethere may be many other interesting picturesthat could betaken.
Hereyou will haveto be your own photo editor or take the opinion of asenior
person to pick up the best photosthat make acompl ete photo essay onthefamily.
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1 INTEXT QUESTIONS27.3

1. Whatisaphotofeature?

2. Whoisaphoto editor ?

3.  Whatistheother namefor aphoto essay?

T
F 4 275 WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

— Meaningof photojournalism
—» Typesof photojournalism
e sportsphotojournaism
e war photojournaism
e glamour photojournalism
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e spot newsphotojournaism
e trave photojourndism
e wildlifephotojourndism

—» Composition of aphotograph
Notes .
e placement of the subject
e baance
e cameraangle

— Photofeatureand photoediting

E | \ 27.6 TERMINAL EXERCISES

1. Whatisphotojournalism. Explainwith examplesfrom newspapers.
2.  What istheuse of composition in photojournalism.

3. Explaintheroleof aphoto editor in aphoto feature.

271 1. i) Fdse
i) Fase
ii) Fase

iv) True

v) True
27.2 1. Ruleofthirds.

2. The placement of the subject or subjects within the picture frame
elementsiscaled Composition.

3. Cameraangle.

27.3 1. Photo feature is a story or an essay on a subject told mainly by
photographs
2. A photojourndististhe personwhoistheoverdl in chargeof the photo
section in anewspaper

3. Photo Feature.
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